A healthy, prosperous future for the communities between Chichester and Emsworth.

Current situation
From Chichester to Emsworth infrastructure for walking and cycling is poor. The
consequence is high levels of car dependency which is causing pollution and community
severance.

Proposal
There are 16000 daily vehicle movements on the A259. There is one connection from
the A259 to the A27 at the unsatisfactory Fishbourne/A27/Tesco roundabout and one to
the west of Emsworth on the edge of Havant. There is the Whitehouse Farm housing
development. Chemroute must be considered in the context of the wider traffic network
and that includes the future planning of the A27.
To meet the demand to walk and cycle it is essential to reduce both the speed and
volume of traffic. The A259 must be downgraded to a local road and a new transport
model created. An origin and destination survey of journeys that currently involve the
route must include researching the purpose of journeys (i.e. commute, business, leisure
etc.) Traffic counts do not provide the relevant data.
An improved network design for all modes of transport can then plan for lower traffic
volumes and reduced vehicle speeds with an improved street scene so cyclists and
motorists share road space safely in the short narrow sections in the centre of the
historic villages, and in Chichester and Emsworth. Where width allows, a separate cycle
track each side of the road will provide the fast, direct and convenient solution that will
encourage cycling, which in turn will further reduce traffic volumes.
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Benefits for Future
Development
The Chemroute Vision is a realistic approach to our expanding transport needs

Modal change
Many trips could be made by foot and bicycle: 1500
pupils at Bishop Luffa, 5000 full time students and
20,000 part time students at Chichester College,
shoppers to a large Tesco and a wide range of
Chichester and Emsworth businesses which employ
people who live in the harbour villages. Changing
people’s habits takes time but provided with safe
infrastructure many will switch to cycling.

Coping with housing
development
Housing is increasing to the west of Chichester. And
many more trips by residents will result. Chemroute
Vision believe that the Whitehouse Farm development
and the new building between the A27 and the A259
deserve their own connections to the transport
network.

They also deserve decent cycling routes

that are separated and run on quieter roads, as well
as safe walking options.

A solution to the A27 Chichester
by-pass conundrum
For decades the A27 has suffered traffic problems.
Redirecting A259 traffic onto the A27 to the West of
Fishbourne could permit removal of the Fishbourne
arm of the Tesco roundabout, reducing congestion and
improving this junction for traffic entering or leaving
Chichester.

It

would

reduce

journey

times

for

necessary longer distance motorised trips.
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Benefits for People
The Chemroute Vision is about improving peoples physical and mental health

Education
Enabling pupils from an early age to walk and cycle to
school creates choice for parents. Active fit children
achieve more.

Reduced traffic and improved provision for walking and
cycling will benefit Chidham Parochial Primary School.

Community
As traffic is reduced more people, including the
vulnerable, will feel able to walk.
Local business
including shops, hairdressers and hospitality will thrive.
At present the road severs the villages between north
and south. Examples:

A doctor’s surgery to the south of the Bosham
roundabout has many patients living at Broadbridge on
the north side. People use their car just to avoid
crossing the road.
Church congregations struggle to reach their church
and are forced to use a car for short trips.

Access for employment
The Prime Minister has stressed the importance of
enabling key staff to get to work by bicycle. Owning
and maintaining a car is beyond the reach of many low
paid whereas a safe, fast cycle route enables people to
find and retain work.

Local services
Dentists, doctors and other medical professionals treat
all members of the community including the less
mobile. For these people it is important that they can
reach these services safely and conveniently.
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Benefits for Business

The Chemroute Vision is about sustainable prosperity

Hospitality
Cafes, restaurants and pubs will gain because local
people will be able to access them by foot and bicycle.
Everyone, both local and visitors, will find it a pleasure
to eat and drink at these establishments when there is
less motorised traffic. Sitting outside will be much more
attractive as well.

Tourism
The area has considerable tourist potential with
Chichester Harbour Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
to the south and the South Downs National Park to the
north. Let’s give tourism a boost.

Small business
There are a number of small shops on the route but
they are struggling.
Each village should be a
community hub where people meet and do business.

Environment
The Chemroute Vision approach tackles the problems
of traffic noise and emissions. It will be a beacon
project for a south coast cycle route that can contribute
to climate change targets.

Funding
The Chemroute Vision proposes that Highways England deploy money from two
budgets: the cycle track improvements and the the A27 upgrade. By combining these
resources a long term transport solution for Chichester and its surrounding communities
is attainable.

Visit www.chemroute.uk for more information
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